THE ENCOUNTER WITH FRENCH SHIPS
French, and allow ourselves to be imprisoned by them. In
case such an event happens we have resolved to kill first the
women with the sword of honour and consign them to the
waters of the sea, and then throw ourselves into the sea. It
behoves you to regard our sons as your sons, liberate them from
the hands of the enemy by whatever means, and entrust them
to Sayyid All Khan the maternal uncle of the Nawwab Begam
and the na'ib at the fort of Nattharnagar. Abdul-Wahhab
Khan Bahadur, our brother, must be understood as the na'ib
of 'Umdatirt-Umara till he attains the age of discretion, and
strives together as far as possible to help the English."
In this manner he spoke about other matters also he had
in his mind; he wrote a letter, sealed it and entrusted it to the
captain who belonged to the community of Walendez, asking him
to deliver it to George Becket and thus relieve himself of the
responsibility of the burden of trust. In the meanwhile the
French ships had come nearer, and made enquiries from the
Walendez captain about him and the purpose of his journey.
The captain replied that his was a trade vessel; he had reached
Chennapattan via Ishaqpattan (Vizagapatam) and Machli-
bandar; on seeing there the tumult of war he understood it
impossible to sell his goods there, and so out of helplessness, he
was bound for Phulcheri, a French port and trade centre for
the world, with the hope of deriving profit. On learning this
reply, the sarddr of the French ship gave order to anchor his
own ship so that some men might be sent to purchase necessary
things for the army, and give the Walendez captain passport
enabling him to go wherever he chose. At that time Hazrat-i-
A£la entrusted himself entirely to the mercy of the Supreme
Lord, and took refuge in Him. Suddenly by the commands of
the Commander of kaf and niln, and the might of the Almighty
about whose existence there is no doubt, a cloud arose as if
it were a curtain before the eyes of the wicked, and screened
the sight of one from the other, confounding the eye of dis-
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